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PARTY CONSTITUTION 

 

“All party members should be provided with the same platform to voice their opinions or 

concerns with the confidence and understanding that they are in an environment that 

promotes respect and tolerance by all members of the Party regardless of their beliefs or 

personal identity”. 

PREAMBLE 

 NI 21 exists to offer an alternative form of politics to the people of Northern 
Ireland. We believe that every citizen has a right to liberty, property and security 
as a means to protect them from poverty and ignorance. Above all NI 21 believes 
in individual freedom first. 

 NI 21 believes that each generation is responsible for the well-being of future 
generations and thus we pledge to pro-actively oppose sectarianism and 
inequality through active support for Democratic practice. 

 NI 21 is committed to supporting and strengthening devolved government in a 
strong, robust and confident Northern Ireland. 

 NI 21 looks forward to a Northern Ireland in which all peoples live together in 
peace under an effective and democratically mandated devolved government. 

 NI 21 believes good government should ensure that all our people live in decent 
homes within an integrated and attractive environment; good education that 
seeks to realise the full potential of all our people; an assurance that our 
community enjoys the benefits of individual freedom, the personal ownership of 
property and  equal access to justice. 

 Ultimately NI 21 believes that the core function of the State to protect and 
enlarge the liberty of mind, body and soul. 
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NAME 

 

The political party described in this Constitution is named NI 21 and first came together 
as a national organisation in 2013. 

 

BELIEFS AND AIMS 

 NI 21 believes in the equality of personal worth of every individual in Northern 
Ireland. We work for a society which will maximise the life chances of every 
individual and guarantee the liberty to live without restrictions, except for those 
which are required by the liberty of others. 

 NI 21 aims to ensure that everyone in Northern Ireland has access to food, 
clothing, shelter, education, health care and the protection of the law. 

 NI 21 believes that a strong local economy is the best way to ensure a healthy 
democracy in Northern Ireland. We will work to build a sustainable local 
economy. 

 NI 21 aims to ensure that democratic practice is respected and adhered to. 

 NI 21 believes that a system of devolved government is necessary for the future 
well-being of Northern Ireland; but for government to be acceptable there must 
respect for the mandate of the people. We believe that decisions are best taken at 
the most local practical level to allow the maximum public participation. 

 NI 21 will resist prejudice in all its forms, oppose vested interests and believe 
that everyone should be equal before the law. 

 NI 21 aims to create an open and outward looking Northern Ireland that opposes 
prejudice in all its forms. 

 NI 21 is always ready to promote the cause of liberty. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 NI 21 seeks to advance its aims at every level of decision making. It works 
outside as well as inside existing political structures and encourages all people 
and all communities in Northern Ireland to take part in the democratic process. 

 NI 21 strives to translate its beliefs and aims into policies and programmes that 
can meet the constantly changing circumstances of Northern Ireland. To this end 
it encourages debate and discussion, both inside and outside the Party. 

 In order to put its policies into effect NI 21 seeks to identify suitable candidates 
from among its membership to stand for public office. It will support these 
candidates with briefings and training and by improving political campaigning 
methods. 

 NI 21 will campaign on specific issues and in doing so it will on occasions, make 
common cause with other groups and organizations within Northern Ireland. 
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 NI 21 is an open and outward looking 21st century Northern Ireland political 
party. We always seek new members and encourage the growth of Local 
Constituency Associations. 

BASIS OF MEMBERSHIP 

 Membership of the NI 21 is open to all who support its Beliefs, Aims and 
Objectives. 

 Membership of the NI 21 is by payment of a subscription to the party. Subscription 
rates shall be decided by the NI 21 Executive Committee, subject to approval by 
annual party Conference. 

 NI 21 members have the right to disagree with any aspect of NI 21 party policy. 
However, those who stand for public office have a special responsibility to 
advocate and campaign based on the democratically mandated NI 21 policies at 
the time of an election. 

 
RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 

All members of NI 21have the following rights which are to be respected and upheld by 
other members and by all the bodies functioning under this Constitution: 

 Opportunities to participate in the activities of the Party, and not to be excluded 
by the deliberate withholding of information or by other unfair means. 

 Attend and observe any Party meeting (subject to the payment of the registration 
fee in meetings where such a fee is payable) unless that meeting specifically 
resolves that it is a closed meeting and states the reason why its business is 
confidential. 

 Submit policy motions to be debated and voted on at the Party Annual Conference 
 Stand for election to internal party positions 
 Vote in internal party elections and for motions at the Party Annual Conference 
 All details about themselves as may be held by the Party shall be kept confidential 

and not disclosed to any other person without their permission. 
 Members shall be sent promptly any information about the Party and its activities 

which is available, subject to payment of the reasonable costs of providing that 
information, but excluding membership lists and any other information which the 
NI 21 Executive Committee declares to be confidential. 

 

REFUSAL OR REVOCATION OF MEMBERSHIP AND DISPUTE AMONG MEMBERS 

 Membership of NI 21 may be refused or revoked by the enrolling body, or by the 
Executive Committee, on any of the following grounds:  
 

1. Active support for a person standing against a NI 21 candidate. 
2. Membership of a rival political party. 
3. Failure to comply with Government legislation relating to political parties 

and elections.  
 Members of NI 21 who stand at any NI Assembly or UK Parliamentary Election in 

opposition to an officially nominated NI 21 candidate, or who fail to comply with 
Government legislation relating to political parties and elections, automatically 
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and immediately forfeit their membership of NI 21 without appeal. After the 
election in question any such person may re-apply for membership and, if the 
application is refused, may appeal to the Executive Committee. 

 In any dispute between members or groups of members efforts must first be 
made to resolve the matter at the most local practical level. If this has proved 
impossible the dispute may be referred to the Executive Committee for decision. 

 

NI 21 CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS 

 Members of NI 21 are encouraged to join together to form Constituency 
Associations, which are formally constituted organisations affiliated to NI 21.  

 NI 21 Constituency Associations cover each of the Parliamentary constituencies 
within Northern Ireland. 

 The minimum membership of a NI 21 Constituency Association is five.  
 In a NI 21 Constituency Association members pay their subscription to the 

Association. The Association must pay an affiliation fee to NI 21, which entitles 
the members of the Association to membership of NI 21. The affiliation fee is 
decided by the Executive Committee, subject to approval by the Annual 
Conference.  

 Each NI 21 Constituency Association must commit to the following minimum 
requirements:  

 
a. To affiliate to NI 21.  

b. To recruit new members to NI 21. 

c. To raise funds to support local and national NI21 activities. 
d.   To promote, and increase understanding of, the Beliefs and Aims of 

 NI 21. 

e. To select and support NI21 candidates in elections. 
  

 An Annual General Meeting must be held each year to which all the NI 21 
Constituency Association’s members are invited. The AGM must elect at least 
three officers, including a Chair and a Treasurer;  

 A bank or building society account must be maintained for a NI 21 Constituency 
Association funds, an annual financial statement presented to the AGM, and a 
copy of the annual financial statement sent to the Treasurer of NI 21.  

 The President of NI 21 is responsible for ensuring that each NI 21 Constituency 
Association complies with the Constitution of NI 21.  

 The Executive Committee may refuse or revoke the status of any a NI 21 
Constituency Association which, in its opinion, does not support the Beliefs and 
Aims of NI 21, or which has not abided by the terms of this Constitution. This 
decision must be taken by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting at an 
Executive Committee meeting. Before the decision comes into effect the 
Executive Committee shall explain the grounds to the Association and give the 
Association two months in which to satisfy the Executive Committee that the 
grounds no longer exist. The Executive Committee’s decision may be overturned 
by a decision of the Annual Party Conference.  
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THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 All members of NI 21 are entitled to attend the Annual Conference, subject to 
payment of a registration fee to cover administration and venue costs.  

 There shall be at least one Annual Conference in each calendar year. Special 
meetings may be summoned by the Executive Committee. At a Conference no 
business can be taken unless it has been specified in the calling notice for the 
meeting. 

 Annual Conference is the supreme decision making body of the Party. The 
functions of Conference are:  
 

1. To consider policy motions;  
2. To receive a report from the Executive Committee on its work;  
3. To receive audited accounts and a report from the Treasurer; 
4. To decide on the membership subscriptions and affiliation fees proposed 

by the Executive Committee.  
5. Elect the Leader and Deputy Leader 
6. Elect members to the Executive Committee 

 Motions must be submitted to the Executive Committee at least one month in 
advance of the Annual Conference.  

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

 The Executive Committee shall consist of : 
Chair 
Vice Chair 
Leader 
Deputy Leader 
Treasurer 
Nominating Officer 
Party Secretary 
4 members elected by the Annual Conference 
 

 The Leader shall appoint the Chair, Vice Chair, Party Secretary and Nominating 
Officer. 

 The Executive Committee shall elect annually the Treasurer of NI 21. 
 The Executive Committee may co-opt non-voting members to the Executive 

Committee from time to time as it sees fit. They shall sit until the next Annual 
Conference.  

 Any casual vacancy amongst members of the Executive Committee shall be filled 
by vote of that body, and any such appointee shall sit until the next Annual 
Conference. 

 The Executive Committee may elect or appoint such committees as it decides are 
necessary, and shall specify the extent to which its powers are delegated to each 
committee.  

 The Executive Committee directs the work of NI 21, and is responsible for 
implementing NI 21 Objectives. In particular, the Executive Committee shall:  
 
1. Be responsible for the organisation and finances of the Party;  
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2. Determine Party priorities and approve the annual budget for Party 
income and expenditure;  

3. Initiate and progress campaigns and political action.  
4. Develop the Party’s political strategy. 
5. Receive regular reports on the Party’s finances from the Treasurer.  
6. Ensure that Party policy is regularly reviewed.  
7. Liaise with Constituency Associations.  
8. Propose membership subscriptions and affiliation fees to the Annual 

Conference.  
 The Executive Committee shall be responsible for deciding the Standing Orders for 

its meetings. 
 The Executive Committee shall define the electoral proceeding at the Party Annual 

Conference. 

THE FINANCES OF NI 21 

 The finances of the Party are the responsibility of the Executive Committee who, at 
their first meeting after the Party’s Annual Conference, will elect a Treasurer who 
must keep a proper set of books and who has overall responsibility for the 
drawing and paying of monies and for all monetary transactions.  

 The Treasurer has a place as of right on any committee appointed to oversee the 
finances of the Party, and has a right to address any meeting of that committee, or 
the Executive Committee, on the financial implications of a proposal before the 
vote on that proposal is taken.  

 At the end of each financial year the Party’s accounts are to be audited by a 
qualified accountant appointed by the previous year's Annual Conference and 
whose report is to be embodied in the annual accounts. The Annual Conference 
may resolve to delegate the appointment to the Executive Committee.  

 The Executive Committee must agree a budget for each financial year and observe 
the restraints imposed by the budget, taking any action that may be necessary to 
contain excess of expenditure or manage any shortfall in income.  

 This constitution specifically prohibits NI 21 from borrowing money, secured or 
unsecured, by way of overdraft or loan.  
 

THE CHAIR 

 The Chair is the guardian of the NI 21 Constitution and arbitrates in disputes 
within the Party when called on to do so. 

 The Chair shall be entitled to receive the minutes, agenda and reports of all NI 21 
committees and working groups of the Party, and shall be entitled to attend and 
speak at any meeting of the Party.  

 

CANDIDATES 

 The Executive Committee is responsible for the system of candidate approval for 
all NI Assembly, UK Parliament and European elections. 



  

7 
 

 In the case of local elections approval and selection of candidates is a matter for 
the local NI 21 Constituency Association concerned. All candidates must be 
approved by the Executive Committee. 

 All NI 21 candidates at any election must be paid up members of the Party. 
 No NI 21 candidate at any election can be a member of a rival political party.  
 The Executive Committee shall maintain a list of approved candidates for 

Parliamentary elections and NI Assembly elections. 
 All members of NI 21 may apply to become approved Parliamentary or NI 

Assembly candidates, but no member can become an approved candidate until 
they have been properly approved under the rules established by the Executive 
Committee. No member may describe themselves as a prospective candidate, 
unless they have been properly approved.  

 The selection of a candidate for a particular seat is the responsibility of the 
Constituency Association whose area covers the seat. Where there is a contest 
for the selection all members of the Constituency Association shall be given the 
opportunity to vote. Where there is no Constituency Association the Executive 
Committee is responsible for selecting the candidate, although it may devolve 
that power as it sees fit.  

 For European elections the Executive Committee shall ensure that where there is 
a contest for the selection all members resident in the seat concerned have the 
opportunity to vote. 

 All NI 21 candidates have the duty to promote the Beliefs and Aims of the Party, 
as set out in this constitution.  

 Because of their public status, NI 21 candidates in all elections have a special 
duty not to do or say anything that may bring the Party into disrepute, a duty 
which, if they be elected, continues throughout their time in office.  

DISSOLUTION OF NI 21 

 NI 21 may only be dissolved if a proposal to that effect is passed by both:  
 
1. A three-quarters majority at a properly convened Special Conference; and 

subsequently  
2. A four-fifths majority in a postal ballot of the membership provided that at 

least half of the entire membership votes in favour of the dissolution.  
 The postal ballot must be completed within three months of the success of a 

dissolution motion at a Special Conference.  
 Any proposal to dissolve NI 21 must incorporate proposals for the disposal of the 

assets and records of the Party.  
 This section of the Constitution may only be amended by a three-quarters 

majority at an Assembly, followed by a four-fifths majority in a postal ballot of 
the membership, provided that at least half of the entire membership votes in 
favour of the amendment. 

AMENDMENTS AND INTERPRETATIONS 
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 This Constitution may only be amended by a two-thirds majority of members 
present and voting at an Annual Conference. Constitutional Amendments may be 
proposed by the Executive Committee.  

 If there is any question of interpretation of this Constitution, or if a matter arises 
where the Constitution is silent, the Chair shall give a ruling which may be 
reversed by a two-thirds majority of those present and voting at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee. 

 


